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OPERATION INSTRUCTION NOo 49

BC 2 SAS Regiment,

INFORMATION

1e It seems probable that the Germans intend to withdraw to the
SIEGFRIED line, gaining as much time as pogsible by fighting a series
of delaying actions en routa,

2 It is probable that they intend to try to hold the line of the
VOSGES.
e The bulk of tho German Army will probably withdraw through BELGUIM

with mobilo forces on the SOUTHER flank attempting to prevent oncirclement
by Allied Armoured forces. :

b Although the rapid Amorican advance has to some extont reduced the
long-term importance of RUPLRT and HARDY, thorc arc still large numbers of
Germans well to the SW who will attompt to withdraew in the zeneral direction -
NATICY,

INTENTION

'Se To omploy the rcomaining troops of 2 SAS Regt to the best advantage.
METHOD

6o Action falls into two phascs:-

(a) Iumediato short-torm policy

RUPERT and HARDY will be astride the German withdrawal routes
and off'onsive opo ation from thesc bascs will be steoped up to the maximuz
cxtent, This varticularly applics to the jeop squadron now in HARDY.

Reinforcements should be sent to these arcas as called for
but it is pwobablc that the time for somld clandestine action by partiecs
on foot is over and that it is transport rather than mon that arc now
rcquired, Local transport should be uscd to the maximum cxtent and
additional jocps can be dropped if roquirced,

(b) Zong-tcrm policy

(1) RUPIRT - A sub-basc %o bc known as COWPER should be
ogtablishud in the ARGONNE as soon as possible, with the
objecct of cxtending NORTHWARDS the oxisting inner SAS belt.
This sub-basc should be so situated that parties based on
it can oporatec against the main L of C REINS - VERDUN - METZ,

(44) IOYICN - Tho majority of 2 SAS Rogt should cventually be
cmploycd in tho VOSGES since this is obviously a most
important strategical arca,

If comns arc not pe-established with LOYTON
within the next 48 hrs, you will despatch another party
to recopen coms and the Phantom patrol wermandod -* by
LtJCHNSON is allotted to you for this purpose. It is
vital to get the LOYION basc established properly as soon
as possible in order not to be too late to operate when
the main German forces be;in to cross the VOSGES,
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7s  Any troops returning f£rom DUNHILL, DEPOE oy TRUEFORX vho are f£ib
for further operations and camnot be employed in LOYTON v OOWRER

will probably be cmployed at a later date in BELGIUM.
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