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OPERATION - OVERLORD

Ref “aps : GSGS 2738 FRANCE’1:250,000

GENERAL

1, The following instruction does not represent your final tasks since
dispositions and information will change between now and D day, but sufficent
information is now provided to enable you to begin planning forthwith,

ey The majority of the tasks contained in Appendix B will ke required but
some may be altered or others added.

S You will immediately carry out a preliminary examination of the task
and inform me as soon as possible,
(a) How meny paerties you consider to be nccessary to undertake the tasks
laid dowm.
(b) How many parties will be available in reserve for cmployment on other
tasks, with suggestions for their employment,

LITFORIMATZON

L, The exact date and location of the main seaborne assault will not yet be
disclosed to you. You have bcen informed verbally of the anprox date and arce.

» All relevant informetion will bec issucd to you as it becomes availeable,
J
6. A sunnary of the existing information regarding the probable dispositions

end intentions of the cneny is attached at Appendix A,
e 1 S.4A.S Regt will be cerrying out similiar tasks EAST of your area,

TASK OF L4 FRENCH PARA BN

8. You will do cverything in your power to delay the movement of enemy rcserve
divisions which will probably be located as follows :
(a) HUELGOAT W 49 at present 353 Inf Div.
It is vital to the success of the¢ operation that the
movement EASTW/RDS of this mobile reserve division should
be delayed to the maximum possible extent,

(b) RENNES T 05 ~ LaoVAL Y 6L,
4t present 155 and 179 Panzer-feserve (tank training)
divisions; a fully equipped Panzer division may appear
here later,
=t is vatel to the success of the operation that the
movement N E of these formations should be delayed to

the maximum possible extent.
9 You will arrange to provide information :-

(2) On movements past certain specific defiles,

(b) On certain specific demclitions,

o . o i r <
(c) General information regerding - (i) Movement through the area,
(ii) Strength and ection of resistance
groups,

(d) Tergets specially suitable for bombting
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10. You will do everyhting in your power so to encourage and strengthen the
resistance groups in BRITTANY by the krowledge that French troops are fighting
with them that the spirit of revolt shall coalesce into a movement which cannot
be controlled by the German or french paramilitary armed forces. '

11, You will provide approx 10 parties (5 men cach) for special operations else-
where in France in connection with the cover plan,

12 You will hold 15 Jeep patrols in readiness for use af'ter D day.

1§50, fou will establish & Regt re-supply arca in BRITTANY WEST of a line
LVRANCHES T21 =~ LAVAL - NANTES 005,

H#ETHOD
14.. Limiting Factors

/11 parties will drop on the night D-2/D-1,

No offensive action will be teken by any parties wntil the night D=-1/D,

No reinforcing parties can be sent in before approx D + L

No gliders can be used before D day.

No personnel who have taken part in planning or who know more than the task
of their own stick will be dropped before D doy.

15, ™Telecomns & Roads .

The £ irst task of the majority of parties will be to cut all possible
telephone end telegraph communications simultaneously throughout the cntire arc
early during the night D-1/D, These parties will then carry out tosks Cosi mod
to hinder road movements by the use of road blocks, craters, attacks on conviys
etc Details are shewn in Appendix B,

irrangements must be made for the telccomns to be cut again as rocn o
repaired,

it

16, V.Ps
The first or subsequent task of certain parties will be attacks on petrol
dumps and similiar V,P's and on Rly comns, Details arc shewn in Jippendix B

1575 Road Watching )
Special road watching parties will be established to cover certain tefiles

These parties will remain concealed as long as possible in order to provice

continous information, They will not teke offensive action unless forced ©o <o

so in self defence, Details are &bewn in Appx 3.

18, Re=Supply Area

The Regt re-supply area will be selected after further study of the arer
mentioned in para 13, One or more small parties will be dropped in the
during the night D=2/D-1 with W/T comns in order:-

() To select suiteble resupply areas for main groups,

(b) Contact local resistance groups.

(c) Select SDP's.

Each perty will carry EUREKA,flares cte, ,

=AYy
[ O

19, Orsanisation of resistance in Brittany

On about D+4 the majority of your reserve parties will be dropped or landed
by glider in BRITTANY in accordance with the information which has by then becone
available, You will yourself assume command in the area end will endeavour to
orgenise French resistance, You will organise the re~-supply area so as %o convert
it into a major centre of resistance to which supplies can regularly be sent and
from which partie s con continue to operate,

Every effort will be made to supply you with the necessary arms and supplies
for the purpose, supply being by air in the first instence,

If resistence is crushed by the enemy and it is no longer possible for
your troops to continue to operate, you will arrange cvasuation to ENGLAD by seo
in accordance with instructions which will be issued later, in order to re-cquip
for further operations,

20/-.oll.o.o-ono
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20, Escapes

(2) 211 p.rties will continue to operate offensively in the arca as long
as possible,

(b) {11 porties will then make their vy to the Regt Re-supply” area:whence
they will:either be re-equipped 2nd givenifresh tesks or. will be' got,out By sea,

LDMINTSTRATION

21.. 211 men will carry 7 days speciel rations and will be equipped in accordance
with the task they have to carry out,

22, 411 re-supply will be to onc or two main re-supply oreas, No attempt will
be made to re-supply individuel. parties ;

23, Supplies of food, ammmition, cxplosives, medical comforts, clothing, smms,
equipment etc. ,are being held at special depots near British airfields and all

articles most likely.to be réquired will actually be ready pocked, You may assume
that your force can and will be re~-supplied by zir providing it is possible for
you to select suitable D, 2's on which supplies can be dropyped without interference,

INTERCOMMUNICLTION
2l,, Every party will be equipped with one MCR.1 receiver on which to listen to
o Broadcast from Base Signals, The batteries should last 100 hours continous

-

use and should thercfore last ot lcast 7 doys if uscéd carcfully.

253 Tach party will corry onc pigeon which will be released on D+1 or D+2 with

information regarding the success or failure of the first operations,

26, You will provide one really good terminal, which should be duplicated, at

your H,Q in BRITTANY and in any arca sclected for resupply.

fou will in addition find as many other termincls as possible.

Tou will be prepared to provide up to three terminals to work with 1 SAS Regt.

24l The detailed signal plan will be issued later,
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