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INMEPENDANT OFERATION IN ARBA TO THE NORTH OF LOYTON.

The party under commond of ILicute Rousseau set off an the night
9/10th Sepe  The mnin tosks allotbed were the reilway Nancy - Saarburg and

the rond Luneville = Blomont = Scorburs,

On completion of their tasks they werc 4o join tho main Loyton
base or cxfiltrite through the lincss

The party in oxor of dropping consisted of 3=

Lieuts Rousscaue
Cple Pichone
L/Cples Golmaxcls
L/Cpls Mozierc.
Pcte Contollcs
rcte Ic Cheveliers
Pcte Canaerend.e

FC e Maxrtine

.'Eb'bo Wilkinsone
Pcte Reichensteine

The plans found the DyZe ond the party dropped blind to the East
of the “Foret ce Rochicourt ot Q 395065 from about 300 ft.
There was o delay between nunbers 5 end 6, and as a result the

stick grouped in two seporoto porties on the: DeZe and did not regain contacts

Lieute Roussecou's party.

Report by L/Cple Moziercs
2/1 Oth {301)0

On dropping I made contoct with my ILieutenant, Cpl. Pichon,
‘Galnmral end Centolles  We scarched but could not find the otherse  About
900 metres awoy we noticed light signals, which we heard lator come from
600 Geamans working on fortificationse  Lieute Roussecau ordercd us to move
to the wood at Q 372055 vhere wo spent the nighte

10th Sepe \
a% At davm, Iieute Rousscou and I went out to recce the DeZe,

wo séw some peopnle thero who we could not distinguish as Genno.n soldiers or
civilianse We found no trace of our comrades and returneds

At about 10,00 hrs our officer and Centolle went to a famm
at Q 37400k The pcople thore wore surprised but were told thot wo were
from an advanced patrols Tho former said the Genmans came ot o1l hours
cvery (aye

10/11th Scpe

We woited until nightfall before sotting off for our task,

but found out that we had arrived a day too lato as the Germans had blown the
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rodlwey het ecmoe dny and had destroyod the reilway station ot Avricourte

‘Wo moved on for three doys and found o foxm lnbourer who
brought us something to eat and clso a guides He took us to Repaix,
Q 33505, whero we were lodged by the Cure in the church tower for five ddyse

12th San.

Wo heard fram tho Curo of Damovre, V 312961, that advanced
Amoricon patrols woere at V 292993, onl thot the five missing mon of our
stdok had boon found ond would bo brought to the church at Repaixe

Cpls Pichon wes ordered to woit thore for thome  Licute
Roussetun, Godmoxd, Centolle, and I, left at 21,00 hrs with the guide for Ia
Orojz Blenche, Q 316009, whero tho Cura of Damovre was waiting for use Wo
went by woy of Verdennl ond came $o La Croix Blenche ot 22,00 hrse

Lisute Rousseau wos tokon to the Americans by the Curo and
we slept the night thorc.

20th So Do

Wo took five prisonecrs in cction with the Americons, and
thon wishod %o move through Igney, Q 319042, to Repaix to find our five
missing mone  We arrdved at Igney on foot ot tho some time as the American
axmoured corse  The population was overjoyed, cnd asked us to dinee Just
then, firing bogon outsido and wo oll jumed up with our cams, We fired at
4 Gorman S.S. officer in a car outside who wos killods The Amcricans withe

drow without saying anything to us, and the Germans began to arrive in strongthe

Licute Rousseau docided to make for the wood of Ignoye As we entered it at
Q 325Q46 therc was o shot, ond Centollo folls Tho Licutonant and Galmard
wont to tho right and I to tho lofts It was the lost time that I saw thoms
I returned to the villoge of Ignoy and hid with somo civilinnse Throe

days lator they told me that Licute Rousseau had been taken prisoner tho
somo day and shot at Avrigourt, Q 315061, end that Galmard hed been shot at
Foulcroy, Q 352048 Tho night aftor he was wounded, Centolle reached a fam
whore ho hos boon looked aftors  His wound made him too weok to follow mee
Tho two Frenchmen vho told me cbout Lieute Roussceu end Galmard ares

Jean Tribou, ' M Vordennl,
Igney, Cultivateur b Ignoy,
lourtho~ct=losollas Mourtho=ot~liosoclloe

The former is now, I belieove, &t Gonoral Io Clerc'’s HeQe I had
crossed tho ldne with him and mads ocohtact with Allied Forces on the 10th

Octobor,




£ty Roichensteints partye.

Report by Pete Reichonstoin

9/10th Scpe.

I lended with Wilkinson and ifortin obout 300 motres from
the village of St. Goorgese We buried our voarcchutes cnd moved in the
dircction of Ibipgny, Q 385051.

Ibout a kilemetre further on we met Comercne and Io
‘Chovalier who did not know where +the othors worce Vo split up and searched
the erca and then made for thoe ReVe » tho amnll wood at Q 375055, Herc vo
slept wntil morning, whon wo scarched the wood without SUCCCSSe
10th Scp.

We weited thero until nightfell as there were meny Gommens
in Ibignye I heard & loud cxplosion from the direction of Rechicourt ’
which we heard loter was railway demolition undorteken by the Gemaanse

I founl an enclosurc in the wood round a formhousce . I crept
uwp to it &nd sew some CGermen soldicrs.

4% lest light wo moved off to the wood Southwards, and ofter
crogsing tho main road from Piris to Strassburg, we crawled poast tho
Goman frontier control poste Vo woere hoard but thoy couli not find use
We cimo to o wood in which work was in progross » and aftor a little while
we loey up for the nighte
11th Sep..

Wo were awakenod ot 06400 hrs by Gemmons going poast on their
wey to dig trenches at the edge of the woode  Wo moved off and came to 2
fermhouse called Lo Vine Q 395055.  The forxmer wes a Pole nomed Morgovskie
He wes wery nervous as thore were Cemens in Cirey-sur-Vezousce  He put me
in touch with & Genderme from Cirey, whe said thot it wos inmpossible to reach
Pierrc Fercce, tho Colonel's hase, s it had been rcided, and that thoe party
hoal Jof't 2 few doys bc‘f'oro.l He also told me the Gostapo wo.s'patrolling the
arec very thoroughly,  V¥e slept that night in the woods
12th Scpe

Tho Goncoame came bagk again with news of defonce work in
progress ot Baceorat, Val ¢t Chatillon, Rotitmont, Ste Scuveur, Bremenil,
Perux ond Montrouxe Ho also seid the Gestopo was in Badonvillers and nad a
2nd SeAsS. OeRe prisoner, oand a captain who wes oither British or Americane

Ho said he would bring us any further news of wkere Coloncl Fronks wose
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N I was in the fom whon somoe Germans comoe o requisition

foods We loft by tho back door end marchsd to the north, and went round E~
i

Frononvillo towards a smll wood et Q 359007,  About 200 yards fram tho

2 wood we wore fired on but menaged to reach it, |
16th S3De : H

We moved off ot 06,00 hrs to the woest and called at o fam B
for foode Ve continusd during the night instead of lying up as we had seon
72trols out with dogss On tho way we walked 200 yaras through water to
confuse them, and lay up in the wood at Q 386005,

17th Scp. ‘
In the morning we saw a cowherd whom we sent to fetch foods

Ho came back with o mossage from the priest that ono of our men was hiding

in the churche Wo found it was Cple Pichons  Fivo m:i.nﬁtes aftcr we had

met him, three German trucks losded with ammmition come pasts Wo attacked
thom, taking one prisoner and killing the rests e blew up the truck
with plastice Wo then moved on to Autrepierre s 312016, On the way we

Lprovised some mines with fog signels and plastic, which we laid on the roed

/ (we heard aftorwexds fraa civilizns that those had lmocked out some eneriy
tronsport).
We me} the Americans at Autrepicrre, and slept the night

with a tonk crew thorce

g 18th SOE.
: At 02,00 hrs the tonk was attacked by two Germens with o

bazooka (R;rmei‘m.ketenbuochse ) which knocked a hole in the turret of the
Sherman tanke  The Gexrmans ren awey, leaving behind a German stcel helmet,
o gas mask (the property of Gefreiter Bender), and an S.A.S. Jumping Jacket
with D.'B.‘ Reynolds written on the collore

: | I boliove the Gemmans were cepturod by the Americons tho

same oy, bubt I o not sure as we were sent off to Iunevillo.
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